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January 28, 2002

Atorney General John Ashcroft
US Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Diar Mr. Asherofe

it has been three long years of iitigation between Microsoft and the Deparument of
Justice and quite frankly it is tira to put this issue to rest. | am an avid supporzer of
Microsoft and am very pleased tiat the setclement is accaptable at the federal level but
ain puzzied as to the persistence of the nina remaining states, Is it hot obvious to them
the negative effects that this continuad litigation has on the economy and on che
Technology indusery? | trust thit my views and those of others will cantribute to the
e <peditious settiement of this miter,

Microsoft's innovadons have done much to enhance preductivity both on and off the job
and is doubtless an Industry icen. This company has made significant contributions to
tie goonomy and the overall jrowth of our country and the sooner this matter Is
settled the sooner Micrasoft is able to rededicate their full attention to doing what it
d.oes best-innovatel

l.ooking closely at the derails of the settiement, we will see that Microsoft has already
one very much to honor the terms. They have agreed to make thelr protocols and
‘ntellectual property license available to competitors and have made iz easter for
zompetitors w promote non-Micresoft sofoware within windows. The llst of measures
taker by Microsoft goes on 21d on and is a direct indicatien of thelr willingness
zemply.

Sincerely,

g)wﬂ l/bw@f\
Paul Newell
1362 Grovaland Wills Drive

Tallahasses, FL 3221
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